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NEWLAND VILLAGE ROOM
REPORT TO NEWLAND VILLAGE ROOM AGM – XXXXXX 2026

Newland Village Room has continued to be a hub for the community as well as a valuable asset for hire, activities and community meetings.
During 2025, the Room was used for, amongst other things, NPC meetings, painting classes, private parties including wakes and baby showers, monthly lunch club, band practices, art courses, flower arranging/wreath making and dance practices. We were grateful to NPC for using the Room for extra meetings.
The Village Room Committee also held other events including the annual curry night, pop-up bars and even a murder mystery. VE day was commemorated by a short service followed by tea and cake. 
A new venture was showing live events, which commenced with the three British Lions matches.
A Summer Party was held jointly with the Friends of the Cathedral on Sunday 24th August with music provided by Nev, Russ and band, and dancing until the early hours. Thank you to Jane for producing the Newland Newsletter to keep us informed of these events.
Maintenance continued to be an ongoing priority; in January 2025, the failing onduline roofing of the extension was replaced with Roman tiles at a not inconsiderable cost of £6,500 for which the trustees had to dig into the savings.
At last year’s AGM, I reported that the interior of the building was causing concern as rampant woodwork was no longer controllable and other options needed to be considered, which were unlikely to be cheap, and could put the Room out of action for a period of time, affecting income potential. The latter part of 2025 was occupied with obtaining professional advice and formulating a specification for works to remove the wooden panelling under cornice height,  and using appropriate conservation methods to re-fit the interior. The process of obtaining quotations was commenced.
I would like to particularly thank the loyal 100 Club supporters whose contribution to the Village Room is much appreciated. We are always looking to swell the number of subscribers so please spread the word!
We continue to be mindful that we are custodians and trustees of the Village Room, which was gifted to the community in 1919, and I would like to thank my fellow trustees and committee members for all of their efforts in the past year to ensure that we do the right thing by the Village Room. The Committee would also like to thank those of you who continue to be loyal supporters and contributors through your time and efforts.


Karen Davies - Chair
KLD 12 August 2026
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